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It will not be won with self-serving
rhetoric that distorts history and bears
little resemblance to reality.

The war against terrorism will be
best fought by using our military selec-
tively, as we are by tracking down al-
Qaida in Afghanistan.

It will be best fought by building alli-
ances, by working closely and coopera-
tively with the law enforcement and
intelligence agencies of other countries
to infiltrate terrorist networks, cap-
ture their leaders, and seize their as-
sets.

It will be best fought by doing far
more to help create economic opportu-
nities for the hundreds of millions of
impoverished people, particularly in
Muslim countries, who have little more
than their faith and their anger, and
who are the terrorist recruiters’ great-
est hope.

And it will be best fought by giving
far higher priority to strengthening
our defenses here at home.

—————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO KEN ROBINSON

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, today I
want to remember Ken Robinson, a
long time friend and community lead-
er. Ken passed away on Friday, April
30, 2004 at the age of 89 years. I would
like to pay tribute to the many con-
tributions he has made to his commu-
nity, to his profession, and to this
country.

I have known Ken and his wife Mary
Louise, both as personal friends and as
the owners of the Bayard News, the
Bagley Gazette, as well as several
other Iowa newspapers. In 1940, he was
one of the founders of the Bayard News
which merged with the Bagley Gazette
in 1973 to become the Bayard News Ga-
zette. They received many awards over
the years for their publishing including
the National Newspaper Association’s
Amos Award which is given to a person
who is considered to have done the
most for the newspaper industry as
well as for his own community.

When is came to being an advocate
for publishers of newspapers in rural
areas, Ken was the best. He was fear-
less, and nothing deterred him from ap-
proaching public officials, including
the Post Master General or the Presi-
dent of the United States, to bring to
their attention problems experienced
by his newspaper readers due to de-
layed rural delivery service or postage
price increases. He was a crusader in
the best sense of the word when there
was an issue that needed to be fixed.

He came to Washington, DC every
year to participate in the annual con-
ference sponsored by the National
Newspaper Association. Ken was the
one to ask the hard questions of the of-
ficials who would speak at the con-
ference, holding their feet to the fire to
follow up on commitments. At one as-
sociation conference session at the
White House, Iowa Newspaper Associa-
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tion Director Bill Monroe remembers
worrying about Ken and why he had
not shown up in time for the meeting.
Just before the meeting began, Ken
came out of the Oval Office just before
President Reagan came out to meet the
group. He had been in the office pro-
moting Bayard’s sesquicentennial and
had sold President Reagan a raffle
ticket.

Ken also served as mayor of Bayard
for 24 years, as a State representative,
and was active in many organizations,
including the League of Iowa Munici-
palities, the Democratic Party, the
Iowa Civil Rights Commission, and the
board of Iowa Public Television. He
was an active and loyal alumnus of
Drake University from where he grad-
uated with a major in economics. Dur-
ing his college years, he was managing
editor of the Drake Times Delphic
where he primarily wrote sports arti-
cles.

Ken was born near Panora, TA in 1914.
In his junior year of high school, he
was stricken with polio. As a person
with a disability, long before the ADA
was passed, Ken found ways to over-
come barriers to achieve his long-time
dream of owning and publishing a
newspaper. He not only achieved his
dream, but with his passion for justice
and his impatience with inaction, he
became a strong voice for common
sense and fairness. As a civic leader, he
had the kind of ‘‘can-do’ attitude that
motivates others to get involved to get
things done. Who knows what Ken
might have achieved if the ADA had
been implemented while he was in-
volved in so many aspects of commu-
nity life. In this spirit, Ken was the
first recipient of the Easter Seals of
America Award to honor a person with
a disability who had provided out-
standing service to government and to
community.

Ken and Mary Louise have been great
friends to me and I will never forget
them. People such as Ken and Mary are
an inspiration to us all. They are
among the leaders who are the fabric
that gives shape and color to our rural
communities. They have spent their
life making their community, State,
and Nation better places to live, work
and raise families. And for that, we are
forever grateful.e

————

NATIONAL HOMEOWNERSHIP
MONTH—JUNE 2004

e Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, realizing
the dream of homeownership is one of
the greatest moments in a lifetime. I
am pleased that June has been des-
ignated as National Homeownership
Month and I have enjoyed working
with my colleagues to increase the
number of Americans who are able to
own their own homes. Homeownership
provides more than just a shelter. It is
a symbol of security that more Amer-
ican families are enjoying each year.
Owning a home enhances our lives
and contributes to thriving commu-
nities. Where homeownership flour-
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ishes, communities are more secure,
residents are more civic-minded,
schools are better and crime rates de-
cline.

Today, the national homeownership
rate stands at 68 percent. I am proud of
the great strides we have made in order
to raise it to the highest rate ever. But
if you take a close look at that sta-
tistic, you’ll see that there is still
much work to be done. The fact is that
homeownership rates have risen the
most among groups that have always
had the highest ownership, while
they’ve actually fallen for households
with children and those headed by
someone under the age of 55. In addi-
tion, African American and Hispanic
households’ homeownership rates still
lag behind those of white households
by more than 25 percentage points.

I support President Bush in his goal
of expanding the number of minority
home owners by 5.5 million by 2010. As
the lead sponsor of S. 198, the New
Homestead Economic Opportunity Act,
I am confident this legislation would
go a long way toward increasing the
number of American home owners—
particularly first-time and minority
home buyers. S. 198 will provide a tax
credit for single-family homeowner-
ship. Modeled after the successful low-
income rental housing tax credit, this
proposal would allow States to allocate
Federal tax credits to developers and
investors who provide single-family
homes for purchase by qualified buyers
in qualified areas.

The legislation is sound public policy
and makes good economic sense. It
would foster revitalization of both
urban and rural areas and help working
Americans currently priced out of the
market to buy their first home. It is
estimated that each year the credit
would produce some 50,000 new and re-
habilitated homes, 120,000 jobs, $4 bil-
lion in wages and $2 billion in taxes
and fees.

President

home is:
a foundation for families and a source of sta-
bility for communities. Part of economic se-
curity is owning your own home. Part of
being a secure America is to encourage
homeownership.

Today, in the midst of National
Homeownership Month, those words
ring even more loud and true. I ask
that my colleagues show their support
for homeownership by cosponsoring S.
198.e

Bush has stated that a

———

HONORING STEPHAN KATHMAN
AND DAVID SHEETS

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I pay
tribute and congratulate both Stephan
Kathman of Covington, KY, and David
Sheets of Lexington, KY, on being
named two of the seventy-eight out-
standing U.S. high school students to
attend the 21st annual Research
Science Institute (RSI). The Institute,
sponsored by the Center for Excellence
in Education at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology and the Cali-
fornia Institute of Technology, will
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